Final Exam - Answer Key
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1) Who is the original teacher of our yoga series and when did she live?
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This yoga series was originally taught by Lady Niguma who lived around 1000 years
ago.
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2) Name the 5 layers of our being presented in the metaphor of an onion.
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The five layers are:

1: Body (and by extension, the external world). As well, we include breath in this layer
as it is what sustains the body and gives it life

2. Inner winds (prana)

3. Thoughts

4. Seeds

5. Emptiness/bliss
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3) Explain the connection between our inner winds and our thoughts.
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As we will see later in the course, there are 5 different types of inner winds. These
winds flow through channels in the body much like how electricity runs through a wire
or water through a hose.
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Connected to these winds are our thoughts. Our winds and thoughts are connected like
a horse and rider. Where the horse goes, so too does the rider. Similarly, where our
winds go, our mind must follow. This is the connection where body and mind meet, or
where the physical connects to the mental.
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4) Give the name of the three main channels (in Sanskrit) and which of the negative
emotions are associated with each.
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The channel that runs on the left side of the body is called ida and the primary
negative emotion experienced when winds run in this channel is ignorant desire.
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The channel that runs on the right side of the body is the pingala and the primary
negative emotion experienced when winds run in this channel is ignorant dislike.
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The channel that runs down the center of the body is called the sushumna and the
primary experiences when winds run in this channel are love, wisdom, and bliss.
BEFETD R TSk sushumna ik, BXREBEXMNSEKPIETEH , TENEKRRE.
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5) Now, tie these together and explain how our yoga practice relates to our happiness and

to how we see and experience the world (for instance, relate it to our relationship with

another person). In your answer, please work from the outside in, and the inside out.
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When we do our yoga practice, we are moving the winds in the body. If we do the
poses properly, this will have an effect on our breath - it will become controlled and
calm. This in turn affects the inner winds and these winds run more smoothly in the
body. When these winds run more smoothly, they will also leave the left and right
channels (ida and pingala) and enter into the central channel (sushumna). Because our



thoughts ride upon these winds, our thoughts will change from thoughts of anger and
desire to thoughts of love and wisdom. This in turn plants good mental seeds in the
mind.
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Now we can also go from the inside out. These mental seeds will ripen into good,
virtuous thoughts which will have a beneficial effect on the winds. These winds are
connected to the breath so the breath too will be more controlled and calm. The

breath is connected to the body and we will have less anxiety and stress.
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Additionally, these seeds will ripen into experiences of the world that are also a result
of goodness. Our relationships will change. We will have less conflict with our partners
or children, we will have more laughter at work, and our health and feelings of
abundance must increase.
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So we can see that our yoga practice directly impacts all aspects of our life.
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6) Name the traditional 8 parts of yoga. What are these called in sanskrit?
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The traditional 8 parts of yoga are referred to as ashtanga yoga. Ashta means 8 and
anga means parts. These are:
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1-2 the art of living an ethical way of life

3 physical poses
4 control of breath
5 withdrawal of the senses

6-8 states of meditation
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7) In the system of the Yoga Studies Institute, what do we add to these 8 and what do we
call this new system?
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An essential component to YSI’s yoga is compassionate wisdom. To each of these 8
parts of yoga we need to add the wisdom that understands seeds, and the motivation
of doing yoga so that we can be of service to other people in both simple and
ultimately profound ways.
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So for example we need to connect living ethically to seeds and to keep our ethical way
of life with the motivation of never hurting others. The addition of this 9th step of
compassionate wisdom is why we call our system navanga yoga (nava means nine, and
again, anga means parts).
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8) Explain what a chakra is and how they are formed.
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Chakras are formed when the two side channels, the ida and pingala, wrap around the
central channel or sushumna. This forms a knot called a granthi. This knot chokes off
the central channel preventing the inner winds from flowing into it. This knot causes
additional channels to shoot off from this choke point. If we were able to look down

the central channel from above, we would see that these knotted channels have

specific shapes called chakras which is the sanskrit word meaning ‘wheel’.
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9) In yoga we use inner and outer methods to release these knots that prevent inner winds
from flowing into the central channel. Give some examples of both inner and outer
methods and explain how they relate to ha-tha yoga.
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Examples of inner methods include contemplation, compassion, and visualizations.
RNE A ERNGFRIEFHE. BEMAR,

Examples of outer methods include the physical yoga poses, controlling our breath, and
acts of kindness.
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We use these inner and outer yoga methods to untangle the knots formed by the side
channels wrapping around the central channel. This allows the prana in the right or the
“ha” channel as well as the prana in the left or “tha” channel to flow into the central
channel. Yoga means “to join” and so we “yoga” or join the winds from the “ha” channel
with the winds of the “tha’ channel into the central channel. This is the original and
deepest meaning of “ha-tha yoga™.
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10) What is a bijja syllable and how does it relate to the chakras?
o 2MFE, ESKENRXRANM ?

Bija means seed. Often bijas are referred to as seed syllables and are represented by
Sanskrit letters. These sanskrit letters are the sounds of the inner body. As prana flows
through a chakra the natural song of that chakra is the sound of the bija syllable. This
is the basis of a practice called nada yoga or “the yoga of sound” or perhaps even “the
yoga of the song of the inner body”. We will study this subject in future Lady Niguma
programs.
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11) Within Lady Niguma’s name is a powerful teaching. Explain how her name relates to the
emptiness of a pen.
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The name Niguma is related to the word Nir-guna. Nirmeans beyond and guna means
qualities. This means that all objects in the world are beyond qualities. They are empty
of self-nature. This emptiness is what allows for an object to be seen as a pen to a
human and as a chew toy to a dog. The crucial implication of this is that our world is a
reflection of our actions. Understanding this leaves to only one conclusion. It would be
crazy to hurt any other being in even the smallest of ways and the only logical reaction
to any circumstance is to act with love and compassion.
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So we can see that Lady Niguma has chosen a name for herself that gives the highest
of teachings and the one and only path to happiness.
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12) Explain how having wrong views damages our channels and how yoga practice repairs
them.
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Channels are damaged and have perforations, or small tears all over them. The more
we see things the wrong way, as coming from their own side, the more we damage the
channels even further. The more damaged they are, the more unhealthy our body
becomes and more mistaken our views of the world become.
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MEZMEIHER.

While you are doing your practice you are withdrawing the prana from your side
channels. If these channels are damaged, however, then the prana will seep back in and
the benefits of your asana will not last.



BIRGRI WM , RERMMBKHHEVS. BORXLESPFIRAT , BASKHKSEE S, HFIEAN
MR SEFR.

13) Please name the 5 goals of the Lady Niguma practice.
H I e RN SR T B9 54 B Ao

The Lady Niguma’s yoga practice focuses on using yoga poses to make changes to the
inner body. The 5 goals of this practice are:
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1) Cleaning the channels of impurities

2) Cleaning the inner drops of consciousness
3) Cleaning the winds and drops together

4) Opening the channel

5) Entering the wind into the central channel
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14) The Lady Niguma Yoga sequence achieves these five goals through four simple steps
that work to release the knots in the channels, straighten the channels, gather the winds into
the central channel and distribute the drops and prana. Please name and briefly describe
these 4 movements.



b o SR F FEE WA RN S RAKKAX AN B AR, XENTRIVERRBIT SRR
&, FESK. RAEREIPREEP., FATEAK[INS. B HF RN F1E,

The 4 movements are: (1) Twist, (2) Stretch, (3) Gather, and (4) Distribute.
XaNsER (1) i, (2) b, 3) R&E. (4) BR.
1. Twist

Twists are composed of poses that primarily pull at the channels in the opposite
direction of their natural twist around the central channel. When it is not possible to
twist, applying pressure is substituted. This is done for the root and crown chakras, for
example.
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2. Stretch

These poses primarily straighten out the primary channels.
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3. Gather

Poses that help gather the wind from the side channels into the central channel.
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4. Disperse

After the prana has been gathered, it is distributed and moved up along to the next
chakra.
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15) Please name and briefly describe the three major bandhas
B = KBCRABRHERER,

Bandhas are light constrictions performed at different areas of the body to help
control the inner winds - preventing the prana from flowing out of the central channel
for instance.

KRRESARHTRSMRITHRERSE , AFBBEFANERE——GIMB ESMAHR .
The three main bandhas are:
ENEEMKRERE:

1. Mula Bandha

Mula bandha is performed by pulling in and up at the perineum or you could think of it
as a slight constriction at the perineum or pelvic floor.
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2. Uddiyana Bandha

Uddiyana bandha is performed with an exhale that empties out the air and hollows out
the abdomen. This first part of the lock can either be done in a slight or exaggerated
way, depending on the intent, skill and experience of the practitioner. Secondly, there
is a slight constriction of the abdominal area in and up. This contraction is briefly held
simultaneously with the other two locks.
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3. Jalandhara Bandha

Jalandhara bandha is performed with a slight constriction at the throat achieved by
tucking the chin towards the chest. Simultaneously there is a slight sensation of sucking
in the front of the throat into the back. This can also be triggered by ujjayi breathing.
Jalandhara bandha helps prevent prana from moving into the head.
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16) Who is Master Taranatha, when did he live, and what is the name of his commentary on
the practice of Lady Niguma.
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Master Taranatha is one of the most crucial teachers in the Lady Niguma lineage. He
was born in Kashmir India in 1575 and his commentary on the Lady Niguma practice is
called The Machine of the Body.

T BEAM R G DRI —APEXBEHNE Mz — BTIS7SFHETHNERMKR , IS
EIERMLE S Bie R UMY (HEBER) .

Master Taranatha was an inspiring student and so we will use his life story as an
example for how to integrate the Lady Niguma teachings into every aspect of our life.
It is important to remember that the Lady Niguma teachings are much more than a
series of physical yoga poses. They are a lifestyle.
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17) Working with the subtle body is described with the metaphor of riding a tiger. It can be a
very powerful method, but if the tiger turns on you, it can also be very problematic! What is
the main problem called and what element is it an imbalance of?
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The most common problem is called /lung and is an excess of the wind element
HERW R lung, 2R TRIF,

18) What are some signs of lung?

LungHIiE 4K 7 L 2

Signs of /lunginclude:
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Chest pain or feelings of constriction around the heart

Inability to sleep

Headaches

Shaking in the body, arms, or hands

Abnormal inability to concentrate

Feeling overly giddy and acting silly, laughing uncontrollably for no apparent
reason

Feeling paranoid or having delusions; being overcome by sudden anxiety
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19) If signs of lung arise, what should we do?
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When these signs arise, we must take some action. These ailments are much easier to
treat if we act sooner than later. The most important way to counteract these
conditions is by slowing down or stopping our practices until the symptoms go away.
Additionally we can:
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Eat solid, heavy food. Oils, butter, peanut or other nut butters, and ghee, are
especially helpful

Take a walk outside or in nature. Look up at the sky or vast landscapes to open
Up our consciousness in relaxing, expansive ways

Take a nice relaxing warm bath

Have an oil massage

Read something enjoyable, not serious, something that makes you laugh

Avoid situations that further cause stress or anxiety. Strictly avoid all forms of
caffeine and sugars, even things like chocolate and fruit juices.
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If these symptoms are acute or continue for more than 18-24 hours, it may be
necessary to seek advice from an experienced yoga teacher or someone who has
experience in contemplation retreats, or from professional medical personnel.
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20) In the contemplation of the elements, give the order the elements dissolve and the
corresponding visions.
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The earth element in the body first begins to dissolve into the element of water.
Everything begins to appear as a mirage.
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Secondly, the water element in the body begins to dissolve into the fire element and it
appears as though you are looking through a veil of mist or smoke.
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Thirdly, the fire element begins to dissolve into the wind element and there is an
experience of tiny flashes of light like fireflies at night.
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Lastly, the wind element begins to dissolve into the conscious mind. There is no
movement to support your consciousness. You experience a small unwavering
candlelight.
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21) What do the words kala danda mean and how is the Lady Niguma practice the ultimate
danda?
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Kala means time and danda means stick. Although kala also has the connotation of
death, because given enough time, the conclusion is death. However, the Lady Niguma
practice is the ultimate danda because it is the stick that we use to beat death to death.
Death is a mistake. It is an accident. Death has causes and we can remove these
causes. These causes stem from ignorance that misperceives reality and it is this
misperception that creates the side channels which form and twist around the central
channel cutting off the prana. Through the practices of Lady Niguma we are able to
loosen these knots and allow prana to flow into the central channel. When perfected,
this is the death of death. This is the point where the light body manifests completely
and the mind is free of negative thoughts and all obstacles. This is the royal road of
yoga. This is the path to taking care of infinite beings. Perfectly.
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